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This information is provided to help advance fire safety. It does not represent 
the official position of the NFPA or its Technical Committees. The NFPA 
disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any 
nature whatsoever resulting from the use of this information
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Dormitory, Fraternity, Sorority, and Barrack Structure Fires  

In 2011–2015, U.S. fire departments responded to an estimated annual average of 4,100 structure fires in 
dormitories, fraternities, sororities, and barracks. These fires caused annual averages of 35 civilian injuries  
and cost $14 million in direct property damage.   

ff	Most fires started in the kitchen or cooking area.

ff87% of the reported structure fires involved cooking equipment. The majority of fires were reported as 
contained or confined to cooking equipment.

ffStructure fires in dormitories, fraternities, sororities, and barracks are more common during the hours 
between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. and on weekends.

© 2017 National Fire Protection Association / August  2017

For more of these resources,
become an NFPA member

Source: NFPA Research: www.nfpa.org/research
Contact information: 617-984-7451 or research@nfpa.org
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