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MISSION STATEMENT

TRIPOD is committed to developing,
demonstrating and disseminating an effective

public school program for educari
hard-of-hearing children with their hez

OUR BEGINNING

TRIPOD was founded in 1982 by the mother of a
young deaf boy to meet the complex educational needs
of deaf children and their families.

With the support of two well known educators of the
deaf from California State University at Northridge and
Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., and with the
help of community leaders and educational profession-
als, TRIPOD established an educational program where
deaf, hard-of-hearing and hearing children learn together
in co-enrolled classrooms.

In February of 1984, with just four children, the first
TRIPOD Montessori Preschool opened its doors in a small
house in West Hollywood, California. The TRIPOD
Model School Program grew grade by grade along with its
first student, and currently serves over 120 children from
birth through high school in public school classrooms.

Today, deaf and hard-of-hearing children are co-
enrolled with their hearing peers and siblings in a Toral
Communication setting where language is not a barrier.
In this natural environment, hearing children model
spoken language for deaf children and all children devel-
op sign language skills together. Classes are team taught
by regular and special education teachers.

In June of 1998 seventeen years after TRIPOD's cre-
ation, the founding student graduated from Burbank
High School along with his friends, both hearing and
deaf. The TRIPOD Model School Program is recog-
nized world wide and is replicated in numerous public
schools throughout the country.

THE PROGRAM

TRIPOD, a model educational program for deaf
children and their families, is a unique public/private
partnership with the Foothill and Pasadena Special
Education Local Plan Agencies (SELPAs). It is located in
four school sites within the Burbank Unified School
District in Burbank, California.
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Program provides free in-home ASL classes to families new
to the TRIPOD program, for 30 weeks during their first
year of enrollment in TRIPOD. Families may also invite
extended family members and friends to participate in
the class, at no cost. The instructors are generally deaf
students enrolled in California State University,
Northridge. In addition to the instruction which they
provide, these young deaf people serve as role models for
the families.

TRIPOD CAPTIONED FILMS

TRIPOD Captioned Films (TCF) is a non-profit,
community outreach project of the TRIPOD Model
School Program in Burbank, California. The only
source for first run Open Captioned feature films, TCF
brings together Hollywood studios, national movie the-
atres and a captioned film audience of over 28 million
deaf and hard-of-hearing Americans.

Box office hits including Titanic and Episode 1 - The
Phantom Menace are among recent films that have been
captioned. TCF currently distributes over 50 films cach
year to over 250 cities nationwide. Studios participating
include Buena Vista Distribution, DreamWorks,
MGM/UA, New Line Cinema, Paramount Pictures,
Sony, 20th Century Fox, Universal, and Warner Brothers.

If you are interested in bringing a captioned film ro
your community, please call TCF ac (818) 972-2080
(voice or TTY). For more information, check our web-
site at www.tripod.org.

OUTREACH:

Each year, TRIPOD welcomes over one hundred vis-
itors from around the world including: parents, teach-
ers of the deaf, Special Education Directors, and State
School Superintendents. One of our goals is to make the
TRIPOD Educational Model, currently replicated in
several school districts across the country, a standard for
deaf education nationwide.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The TRIPOD Friends: A support group that assists
TRIPOD through volunteer and fundraising activities.
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MILESTONES

TRIPOD s d as a non-profit org

The TRIPOD GRAPEVINE, a national toll-free hotline,
begins taking calls

Montessori Preschool Program opens, serving children 2 1/2
10 6 years old.

Mainstream Elementary School Classroom is established ar
PS. #1 Elementary School in Santa Monica. California.
Monessori Parent-Infant/Toddler Program begins serving
families with children ages birth o 3.

Private/public collaboration begins with the Burbank Unified
School District.

TRIPOD serves as a clearing house to have first run films apen
captioned and available to deaf audiences nationwide.

The Model Elementary School full-inclusion program expands
from onc team-teaching classroom to all grade levels at
Wiashingron Elementary School (a California Distinguished
School Award recipient in 1995).

The model full-inclusion programs expand w Gih grade at
John Muir Middle School (a California Distinguished School
in 1994).

Award recipie

Tulare County Office of Education, in conjunction with
Tulare City Schools and Santa Ana Unified School District,
implements TRIPOD/BUSD full-inclusion model.

Metrolink (commuter rail service) becomes available for TRI
POD students.

Family Sign Foundation is established 10 provide all first-year
familics with free in-home sign language classcs.

T'he opened-captioned film project becomes an official out-
reach service known as TRIPOD Captioned Films (TCF).

The TRIPOD/BUSD Model program is recognized as a
regional program serving Burbank, Glendale, La Canada and
Pasadena Unified School Districts under the administration of
the Foothill and Pasadena Special Education Local Plan
Agencies.

The educational model expands o 9th grade ac Burbank High
School (a California Distinguished School Award recipient in
1992).

The TRIPOD Grapevine, a national toll-free hotline for
information on parenting and educating a deaf child becomes
the House Ear Institute LEAD Line through a friendly take-
over. From its inception in 1983 to 1996, the Grapevine
responded 1o over 8,000 calls from parents and educators.

The Foothill and Pasadena SELPAs/TRIPOD model program
for deaf and hard-of-hearing children now serves children
from birth through 12th grade. Several schools in California
and across the United States are replicating the TRIPOD edu-

cational model program.

TRIPOD Captioned Films and TRIPOD establish a website,
www TRIPOD arg 0 disseminate information on captioned
film screenings and the model program.

TRIPOD' first graduates participate in commencement exer-
cises as members of Burbank High School Class of 1998,

Formation of TRIPOD Caprioned Films Advisory Board.



