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Over 90% of deaf and hard-of-hearing children are born to hearing families who initially are
unable to communicate with their child. TRIPOD, a non-profit organization headquartered
in Burbank, California was established in 1982 (o assist families. TRIPOD provides deaf
and hard-of-hearing children leaming opportunities in a full inclusion school setting, as well
as information and emotional support for their families,

As soon as parents learn of their baby’s hearing loss, the Momtessori Parent-InfantToddler

Program opens avenues of communication in the spirit of support, discovery and under-
ling so that p ing can A rich leamning environment, encouraging self-

reliance and active inquiry is offered in the Montesson Preschool/Kindergarten Program.

From the first through eighth grades, TRIPOD students and their hearing peers learn side by
side; teachers and students communicate freely, d ating that deafi need not be a
barrier. In the full inclusion Elementary and Middle School Programs-TRIPOD students are
achieving al academic levels above the national norms for deal and hard-of-hearing chil-
dren. This unique partnership and co-enrollment of students with Burbank Unified School
District will expand to the high school level (freshman class) in the Fall of 1994,

TRIPOD has received national and international gnition from p , professionals and
the deaf community with 3 California school districts implementing the model.
Implementation is also being considered by programs in North Carolina, Texas and
Colorado. In addition, TRIPOD's national toll-free hotline, the GRAPEVINE, provides up-
to-date information on all aspects of childhood deafness, enabling parents and professionals
to make informed decisions. For further information call: 1- 800 - 2- TRIPOD (CA) or
1- B00- 352-8888 {National).

$4¥ Futures for Children

Self Help with Native Cultures
805 Tijeras, NW = Albuquerque, NM 87102
(800) 545-6843 = (505) 247-4700

In 1961 sociologist and educator Dr. Richard Saunders founded an organization based on
the principle that people will do remarkable things when asked 1o work together for their
children.

For more than 30 years, Futures for Children has proved internationally that this principle
waorks. Futures has earned the respect of Pueblo, Navajo, Apache and Hopi communities in
MNew Mexico and Arizona through distinct educational programs that strengthen self-
reliance and maintain the integrity of American Indian traditions. In Latin America,
Futures® sister organizations in Colombia, Honduras, Costa Rica and Mexico currently work
with over 175 communities as independent entities,

Benefits from the world premiere of WYATT EARF will further enable Futures for Children
1o combine its efforts with the determination of Native American people lo make a better
world for their children.
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