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. To THE CHILDREN OF 

PARA LOS NINOS AND TRIPOD 

OUR BEST WISHES! 

CINDY 8c KEVIN 

COSTNER We're proud to support 

TRIPOD 

and 

-PARA LOS NINOS 

and we salute your important efforts 

on behalf of people in need 

in our community 
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SUPPORT COMMUNICATION EDUCATION 
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T I M E L I N E 
September 27, 1982 TRIPOD is incorporated as a non

profit organization. 

July, 1983 The TRIPOD GRAPEVINE a national toll-free 
hotline, begins taking calls. 

February, 1984 

September, 1986 

September, 1987 

August, 1989 

June, 1990 

September, 1990 

September, 1991 

September, 1992 

September, 1992 

September, 1993 

September, 1993 

September 1993 

Montessori Preschool Program opens, 
serving children ages 2Y2 to 6. 

Mainstream Elementary School Classroom is 
established at P.S.#1 Elementary School in 
Santa Monica. 

Montessori Parent-Infant/Toddler Program 
begins serving families with children ages 
birth to 3. 

TRIPOD begins private/public collaboration 
with the Burbank Unified School District. 

Audiological services are provided 
through St. Joseph Medical Center, Burbank, 
California. 

The Model Elementary School Integration 
Program expands from one team-teaching 
classroom ('89-'90) to three team-teaching 
classrooms. 

The Model Integration Program expands to 
Middle School (6th grade). 

Seventh grade added to the Middle School 
Integration Program. 

Tulare Unified School District and Santa Ana 
Unified School District begin TRIPOD/BUSD 
Integration model. 

With the expansion of middle school to 
include the Bth grade, TRIPOD offers a 
comprehensive educational program from 
birth through middle school years. 
Preschool/Kindergarten program opens 
in London, England based on the TRIPOD 
model. 

Carlsbad Unified School District (San Diego 
County) opens 3rd TRIPODIBUSD Model 
elementary program in California. 

TRIPOD is a private, non-profit educational 
organization committed to helping families 
raise and educate their deaf and hard-of
hearing children in a supportive environ
ment. Founded in 1982 by parents, edu
cators, and community leaders, TRI POD 
now serves 93 children from birth through 
age fourteen, from fourteen school districts 
and manages the GRAPEVINE, a national 
toll-free hotline for information on deafness. 

Established with an original Board of Direc
tors of six, the current Board has expanded 
to nineteen members. In addition, TRIPOD 
created an Educational Advisory Board in 
1983 and a Professional Advisory Board in 
1985. These boards advise on educational 
trends and provide for resource information 
for professional, medical, and audiological 
communities locally. Community support of 
TRIPOD's efforts has evolved through the 
establishment in 1989 of the TRIPOD 
Friends, the Director's Circle, and the Celeb
rity Support Group. 

Each year patrons and friends join the TRI
POD Boards to provide vital resources which 
enable the school programs and family out
reach to grow. 

TRIPOD's first priority is to assist parents in 
establishing natural interaction with their 
children who have a hearing loss to assure 
that the child can assume his place and role 
in his family. The consequences of deafness 
or severe hearing impairment are potentially 
(and frequently) devastating. The child is 
socially isolated by his or her inability to 
communicate with others, and is thus con
signed to permanent "outsider" status. 
Moreover, the young child who fails to 
develop facility with some language - and to 
internalize that language - will be severely 
impaired in his or her later ability to learn to 
read or write. Because language provides 
the symbol system which forms the basis of 
abstract thought, deaf children without lan
guage skills experience delays in, or 
incomplete, cognitive development. Deaf 
children who have not acquired a linguistic 
symbol system, such as American Sign Lan
guage and/or English, begin school with 
profound language and learning deficits. 
These deficits are difficult to overcome and 
may permanently limit the individual's 
access to full participation in society, to the 
development of normal interpersonal rela
tionships, and to the body of human knowl
edge which most of us take for granted. 
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Without benefit of early intervention, most 
deaf children perform far below grade level 
in school. A significant percentage of deaf 
youngsters of normal intelligence drop out of 
school without graduating; among those 
who do graduate, the average reading level 
upon high school graduation is third grade. 
These are not conditions under which a child 
might develop self-esteem or a sense of his 
or her individual potential - or which might 
enable the child's parents to envision and 
nurture that potential. Assisting each family 
in the parenting process and developing 
communication strategies appropriate for 
both child and parents, empowers parents to 
interact with their child. The incorporation of 
speech, speech reading, American Sign Lan
guage, listening strategies , reading, and 
writing provide the major communication 
components of the Total Communication 
philosophy. Deaf role models are a part of all 
facets of the TRIPOD program which sup
ports a bilingual and bicultural approach. 
Integration of hearing, deaf, and hard-of
hearing children at all program levels cre
ates a unique educational model. A team
teaching approach at each program level 
provides a balanced educational opportunity 
for all the children. Providing a full range of 
educational and family support services 
aimed at early intervention, TRIPOD 
addresses these issues directly. 

In 1989, TRIPOD moved from West 
Hollywood to its present site in Burbank and 
established a unique private/public part
nership with Burbank Unified School Dis
trict . This cooperative adventure has 
resulted in a model integration program for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing children within the 
regular educational system. The admin
istrative offices , Montessori Parent
Infant / Toddle r Program and Pre
school /Kindergarten Program are housed at 
Horace Mann Center, the elementary pro
gram is at George Washington Elementary 
School and the Middle School Integration 
Program is at John Muir Middle School. All 
three sites are within a two mile radius. 
Burbank school officials view the program as 
a "national model" for public/private collab
orations in deaf education. 

TRIPOD's educational programs, incorporat
ing Montessori methodology in the Parent
I n fan t /Todd I er Program and Pre
school/Kindergarten Program, assure that 
the early years focus on the child and 
the strengths he brings to the learning 
environment. 

The MONTESSORI PARENT-INFANT I TOD
DLER PROGRAM (19 children) provides 
instruction, information, counsel, and sup
port at the onset of identification of a baby's 

hearing loss. Mothers can bring the 
baby/toddler to the weekly group session 
and witness child development milestones 
not only in her child, but other deaf, hard-of
hearing or hearing children. , Hearing babies 
and their deaf and har~-of-hearing parents 
participate in the program as well. Exchange 
of information by the mothers at the group 
session enables the mothers to develop 
strategies for emerging skills or coping 
mechanisms to deal with the complexities of 
deafness. The TRIPOD teacher also provides 
guidance and skills development within the 
comfort of the family home. 

V< s h1n9·t on fl Schoo { 
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The MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL/ KINDER
GARTEN PROGRAM (27 children) provides 
each child with a learning environment that 
"caters" to her stage of growth and develop
ment- physical, cognitive , social , and emo
tional. It focuses on the education of the 
whole child blending a careful balance 
between a child 's free choice and teacher 
direction. Stressing the importance of lan
guage development, the children grow to 
understand and respect cultural differences 
as well as differences in communication 
needs. Hearing children who have deaf or 
hard-of-hearing parents or siblings are an 
important part of the program. Interaction 
between and among the deaf, hard-of-hear
ing, and hearing children demonstrates the 
development of various communication 
strategies - speech, listening, American 
Sign Language , reading , and writing within 
the Total Communication philosophy. 

h.. ............... 
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Board of Directors 
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President 
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The ELEMENTARY SCHOOL INTEGRATION 
PROGRAM (32 children) is aligned with the 
curriculum of the Burbank Unified School 
District where hearing, deaf, and hard-of
hearing students interact in grade appropri
ate academic pursuits. Information is 
acquired directly from either teacher or peer 
by the deaf and hard-of-hearing students 
without having to go through a third party 
(interpreter). The student/teacher ratio 
(15:1) in the team teaching classroom allows 
for more individualized and small group work 
constantly reinforcing the importance of 
active involvement in learning. The environ
mental setting provides the deaf and hard
of-hearing students with a sense of belong
ing and peer group support with their hear
ing classmates. 

The MIDDLE SCHOOL INTEGRATION PRO
GRAM (15 children) began in September 
1991. Interdisciplinary instruction becomes 
the consistent educational approach rather 
than an occasional lesson. The deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students are given a rich 
communication environment with hearing 
peers who sign. Total student involvement in 
the core curriculum, electives, and extracur
ricular activities provides access to equal 
opportunity for academic, social, and emo
tional growth. The opportunity for hearing 
peers to share simple to complex informa
tion has enhanced, for the deaf and hard-of
hearing students, the many informal learn
ing opportunities in a given day. 

TRIPOD offers a nationwide informational 
service via the TRIPOD GRAPEVINE. The 
sole purpose of the GRAPEVINE is to provide 
the support a family needs to make con-

fident, well informed decisions. Information 
provided is personalized to meet the needs 
of the caller. Parent contacts are given in 
order to provide a networking of support and 
resources for the caller. Individuals request 
information from clarifying the meaning of 
an audiological term to seeking sup
port/counseling in dealing with deafness. An 
advisory role providing information on par
ental rights as well as child rights often 
consumes many hours. "Thank you for just 
being there" is heard over and over again by 
the GRAPEVINE staff from the 1500 plus 
yearly callers . 

Meg & Lawrence Kasdon 
Thank 

Danny & Rhea 
for their generosity 
for the children of 

TRIPOD & PARA LOS NINOS. 
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JERSEY FILMS 
is proud to support the 

work of 
TRIPOD 

and 
PARA LOS NINOS 
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for the children 

FALL 1979 Los Angeles Times article appears - "The 
Children of Skid Row: A Grim Life" - the first 
public recognition of the problem. Tanya Tull, 
former Skid Row social worker, conceives plan 
for a child care center for the children of the 
area. Needs assessment and feasibility 
study begin. 
Within weeks, PARA LOS NINOS (For the 
Children) is incorporated as a non-profit, public 
benefit corporation. The first grant is received 
($5,000 from the ARCO Foundation), and a 
Skid Row warehouse is leased. 

1981 The Child Care and Development Center 
opens its doors to 90 children, ages 6 weeks to 
five years - but has no money to meet rent and 
payroll! An interview with Tanya Tull on the 
"Ken and Bob Show" of KABC Talk Radio 
results in a no interest loan from Wells Fargo 
Bank to be repaid four months later when a 
major state grant arrives - and the project 
is saved! 

1982 A grant of $900,000 from the Weiggart 
Foundation enables PARA LOS NINOS to 
purchase the original warehouse, an adjacent 
warehouse and a parking lot/playground. A 
third warehouse next door is leased and the 
new properties are extensively renovated. 
Private donations and grants expand services to 
needy children and families living in decaying 
transient hotels throughout the downtown L.A. 
area. Sports and enrichment programs for 
school-age children and teenagers 
are developed. 

1983 The Youth Services Center opens, partially 
funded by California Youth Authority. The 
Family Crisis Center begins providing 
emergency food and shelter to growing 
numbers of homeless and transient families 
seeking food and shelter in the downtown and 
Skid Row areas! 

1984 The School-Age Child Care Center opens to 
serve children from kindergarten through sixth 
grade. A combination of government grants and 
private funding (from corporations, 
foundations, and private donors) allow 
additional program expansion. Her Royal 
Highness, the Princess Anne, visits. 

1985 Youth Services expands into two programs -
the Juvenile Intervention Project on-site and 
the afterschool Latchkey Program operating 
each day on the grounds of Ninth Street 
Elementary School. The Child Abuse and 
Neglect Prevention Project begins, with 
outreach to isolated mothers with young 
children living in the decaying hotels of 
downtown L.A. 

1986 The Latchkey Program receives major state 
funding, enabling 17 5 children per day to 
attend. The Child Abuse and Neglect 
Prevention Project expands. 

1987 PARA LOS NINOS develops the Ninth Street 
Summer Day Camp in collaboration with 
L.A. Unified School District to provide a 
secure and safe environment for 500 school 
children (ages five through twelve) during 
summer vacations. 

1988 The Family Crisis Center expands services to 
include more comprehensive social case work 
for "high risk" families. 

1990 PARA LOS NINOS creates a unique all-day 
program providing enrichment and educational 
activities and protection for 500 school-age 
children per year, 135 each day - when Ninth 
Street becomes a year-round school. 

1991 PARA LOS NINOS, in collaboration with 
BEYOND SHELTER, receives one of five 
three-year grants given nation-wide by the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(Wash. D.C.) to develop a national model: 
"The Los Angeles Early Intervention Project for 
Homeless and At-Risk Families." 



Desperate to survive in an increasingly complex world, 
growing numbers of families with children are. migrat!~g 
into inner city areas of Los Angeles. Here, entire families 
crowd into single rooms of decaying and squalid transient 
hotels, cooking on a hotplate and sharing a communal 
bathroom, while others camp out in their cars or even live 
for a time with their children on the streets, eating in soup 
kitchens and missions when they can. 

FOR THE CIDLDREN it is a dangerous world. Often 
left unattended while parents set out on the daily struggle 
for survival, the only available playgrounds are rat-infested 
hallways, crime-ridden alleys, and parks shared with 
prostitutes, drug addicts, and drug dealers. The scene is set 
for yet another cycle of destitution. Deprived of often the 
most basic of necessities - a safe and secure place to live, 
decent and adequate nutrition, and sometimes even the love 
and care of parents who are overwhelmed by their 
predicament - many children experience abuse and/ or 
neglect. School-aged children and teenagers are high risk 
for substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and gang involvement. 

FOR THE CIDLDREN, the opportunity for a normal, 
healthy childhood is almost non-existent. For their parents, 
the opportunity to relocate their families into safe, decent 
and affordable tiousing is often just an impossible dream. 
PARA WS NINOS has been changing the face of 
homelessness by providing these families with the 
assistance they need to regain control of their lives and to 
make a new start. Essential services and referrals to 
community resources and programs help families to 
stabilize and then stretch beyond the realm of basic 
survival._Now starting its second decade of service, PARA 
WS NINOS is making the difference - by providing a 
supportive haven for families to come in times of crisis, to 
gather their strength, find their courage, and break their 
cycle of poverty. 

PARA WS NINOS provides a comprehensive 
continuum of services to families in the Skid Row and 
Cen~al City areas of Los Angeles. A private, non-p_rofit, 
multicultural, non-sectarian agency, PARA WS NINOS 
has provided assistance to over 5 ,000 families (including 
over 15,000 children) since 1981. Programs and 
services include: 

Family Crisis Center - provides crisis intervention for 
homeless and transient families, making available 
emergency shelter, medical care, food, and clothing. Case 
m~~gers counsel individual families, linking them up with 
existmg social services, and enabling them to begin 
rebuilding their lives. All case management activities are 
~eared toward stabilizing the family in terms of their 
immediate physical and emotional needs , and helping them 
to ~ake. the transition to decent permanent housing in 
residential neighborhoods. 

Therapuetic Child Care Program - a warm refuge 
from the harsh realities of street life, providing a safe and 
stimulating environment for up to 60 children ( ages six 
weeks to 5 years) who are homeless , or who've been 
identified as victims of neglect or abuse. Parents work 
closely with social workers, mental health professionals 
and teachers. 

After-School Care/Latchkey Program - after-school 
protection, enrichment and care for 175 "latchkey" 
children from kindergarten through sixth grade. Counselors 
offer individual tutoring, counseling, and homework 
assistance, and group sports and arts activities including 
music, drama, and visual arts. The program is operated off
site at Ninth Street Elementary School through a no-
cost lease. 

All-Year School Program - The L.A. Unified School 
District recently enacted year-round schools, creating a 
crisis for the children of downtown L.A. and Skid Row, 
who were being left to fend for themselves during school 
vacation periods throughout the year. In response, Para Los 
Nifios established a year-round program for children from 
Ninth Street Elementary School, serving 135 children each 
day, 500 children each year. Children participate in 
enriching social, educational and cultural activities 
throughout the day in a dynamic "day-camp'' 
type atmosphere. 

Youth Services/ Juvenile Intervention Project - a 
highly successful " early intervention" program for 
approximately 80 teenagers considered "high-risk" for 
entering the juvenile justice system, and for first offenders 
referred by L.A.P.D. The program assists school dropouts 
in returning to school, provides counseling and summer job 
referrals , as well as mandatory substance abuse 
prevention classes. 

To operate these important programs, Para Los Ninos 
obtains funding from a wide range of sources - private 
individual contributions, and grants from foundations, 
corporations, and governmental agencies. Additional social 
services are provided to clients by a variety of public and 
private agencies which operate programs on-site at Para 
Los Nifios. This cost-effective method provides for more 
comprehensive support to client families. 

)t~i:s)t)t 
for the children 
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Dreatns 
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Thanks - Love 
Bob & Pat 



Congratulations 
TRIPOD 

Celebrating 10 Years of Success. 
\/ 

Nonie and Rick Bourke 

THANKS 
TRIPOD for providing me years of quality 

education and more to come. 

THANK YOU 
Family and friends who have 

given so generously for TRIPOD 

to carry out its commitment 

to education. 

Love, 

Brad Cohen 



"If all goes well, ... 
in the fall TRIPOD plans to start 

a laboratory preschool.,, 
Los Angeles Times, May 10, 1983. 

Thanks to its supporters, 

its staff and the Burbank School District, 

TRIPOD now runs through middle school. 

Many things have gone well. 

Joe Shapiro 

Thank you to 
TRIPOD and PARA LOS NINOS 

for caring about 
our children! 

MARY & ROBERT 
ESTRIN 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TRIPOD 
Helene, Barry, Lauren and Jessica Sacl~s 

II 
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Megan 
We salute your commitment 

to TRIPOD ... 
and are proud to be a part 
of its continued success. 

Your friends at 
MS. TOPS OF CALIFORNIA 



Congratulations to 
everybody at TRIPOD for 
doing a wonderful job for 

an outstanding cause. 

Patti & Michael Geller 
Chris & Stuart Geller 

Allison & Stanley Glanz 
Shani & Michael Henschel 

I 

I 

Megan 

Your hard work has 
definitely paid off. 
Congratulations. 

Your friends at 
Topson Downs of California 



~ ------------------------------------------------------------
BEST WISHES! 

DIANDRA & 
MICHAEL DOUGLAS 

Danny and Rhea 

*** 
Thank you for 
giving us this 

wonderful night. 
Your friends, 

Megan, Jacob & Caitlin 

*** 
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BEST 

WISHES 
FROM 

JAMES G. ROBINSON 
AND 

MORGAN CREEK 

MORGAN 

CREEK 
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NewmanS Own, Inc. 
Fine Foods Since February 
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Lockheed Employees 
Bucks of the Month Club 

Thank you 
TRIPOD 

from 
The Montan Family 
Chris, Barbara, Nils 

and 
Spencer 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 



WITH GREAT ADMIRATION 

GLENN & TONY THOMAS 

' --

[[]isalWleinstein & 
[M] artin [&]rest 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

MEGAN& 

TRIPOD FOR 

TEACHING THE ART 

OF COMMUNICATION. 

Gail & 

Neil Breton 
Margaret& 
Billy Kapler 



BURBANK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
330 NORTH BUENA VISTA STREET BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91505 

TELE PHO N E ( 818 ) 55 8 -4600 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

ARE PLEASED TO .JOIN FORCES WITH TRIPOD 

IN A PUBLICIPRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 

SERVING DEAF AND HARD-OF-HEARING STUDENTS 

ON A REGIONAL BASIS. 

V IV IAN KAUFMAN , P RESIDENT 

A UDREY P . HANSON , VICE P RES IDENT 
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.,,\\\\\l////11,. 

llNETY~™ 
~\\II~ 

~~~ 
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Also full translation and script services. 

843 Seward St. • Hollywood, CA 90038 • (213) 463-8569 

Delta can fly you nonstop from the U.S. to more cities 
in Europe than any other airline in the world. 

~ .DELTA 
l1kLove1oFlyAndlt Shows.9 
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CONNECTING SERVICE TO: ATHENS · BARCELONA · BOMBAY · BUCHAREST · DELHI• DUBLIN • GENEVA • ISTANBUL • PRAGUE • STUTTGART · TEL AVIV · WARSAW 

Duplicatt'd c i1in coun1W onct'. C l992 Delta Air Linn, Inc 
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TRIPOD AND 

PARA LOS NINOS 
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CARE ABOUT 
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ARCO<> 
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