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Dear Tiger Families,
I always know the semester has started when the newsletter gets LONG. We certainly keep our students busy
in the fall, with events like FallFest, Brick City Weekend, the Fall Career Fair, and so much more.

News and Deadlines

FallFest



Crisp air and crunchy apples mean it’s fall in Rochester! Student can kick-off RIT’s annual seasonal celebrations
with FallFest, a long weekend of events and activities sponsored by different departments and student clubs and
organizations.

FallFest will be held on Sept. 19-22.

Career Fair Clothing at Bern’s Closet

In order to prepare for the Fall University-Wide Career Fair on Sept. 25, students may want to visit Bern’s
Closet to find career-ready clothing. Bern’s Closet is a service through the Center for Leadership and Civic
Engagement which provides clothing for RIT community members in need of professional clothing and winter
clothing. Items available include suits, dress shirts, blouses, dress pants, jackets, and shoes, as well as winter
coats, hats, scarves, and gloves.  

Bern’s Closet is a great resource for your students who might need clothing to wear to the Career Fair or for
interviews.

Bern’s Closet is located within the RIT FoodShare Center at 113 Kimball Drive in the Riverknoll apartments
on campus, near Global Village. 

Change of Major Fair

The Change of Major Fair is an opportunity for students to learn about the available majors on campus and the
resources offered to change majors. Representatives from all nine colleges, University Advising Office, and
the School of Individualized Study will be at the fair to talk with students about their options. The Change of
Major Fair is on Thursday, Oct. 3 from 12-2 p.m. in the SHED Atrium, A950.  Students can register
on CampusGroups.

Immersion and Minor Fair

Immersions are a required portion of the general education curriculum for every undergraduate student at RIT.
The Immersion and Minor Fair offers students a chance to explore options and connect with faculty teaching
in areas of interest. Faculty from the College of Liberal Arts, National Technical Institute for the Deaf, College
of Science, College of Art and Design, College of Health Sciences and Technology, and Golisano College of
Computing and Information Sciences will be available to answer questions and share information about
immersion, minor, and double major offerings. The fair will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 9 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
in the Fireside Lounge.

Brick City Homecoming and Family Weekend

Brick City Homecoming and Family Weekend, a longstanding RIT tradition, is scheduled for Friday-Sunday,
Oct. 18-20. This RIT tradition features events for the whole family and is a great time to visit your student. With
a large schedule of events to choose from, there is something for everyone at Brick City Weekend!

https://www.rit.edu/studentlife/fallfest
https://www.rit.edu/emcs/oce/student/career-fairs-all-majors
https://www.rit.edu/lead/
https://campusgroups.rit.edu/foodshare/home/
https://cglink.me/2d1/r2275929
https://www.rit.edu/events/immersion-and-minor-fair


Family favorite events include:

An Evening with Charlie Berens: Charlie Berens is a comedian, New York Times Best Selling Author,
Emmy-winning journalist, musician and creator of the Manitowoc Minute.
Women's Hockey vs. RPI: Don't miss our Women's Ice Hockey team competing at the Gene Polisseni
Center.
Ritchie’s Runaround: Test your knowledge about RIT, discover hidden gems and favorite spots, and enjoy
time with your family all while earning opportunities for prizes.
No Voice Zone: No Voice Zone is a campus tradition where students of all abilities come together to learn
and improve their ASL (American Sign Language) skills. Join and learn basic ASL or practice signs you
already know. Signers of all levels are welcome!
An Afternoon with Alaqua Cox: Alaqua Cox is an up-and-coming actress known for her breakout role as
Maya Lopez / Echo within the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Since the announcement of Alaqua’s casting in
the MCU, she has become an inspiration to many and continues to be a strong advocate for the deaf
community worldwide. She was born and raised on the Menominee Indian Reservation in Keshena,
Wisconsin and is of the Menominee and Mohican nation.
Men's Hockey at Blue Cross Arena: Don't miss out on Brick City Weekend's biggest game! Cheer on the
Men's Hockey team as they host Bowling Green at Blue Cross Arena in downtown Rochester. Free shuttles
are available to cheer on your Tigers and pack the house!
Brick City 5K: Take one last lap around the RIT campus before leaving for the weekend.

Let's Talk About It

Academics-Feedback and Alerts

This is a common time in the semester for faculty to begin offering feedback to students about course
performance. Many, but not all, use the Starfish system, which allows instructors to offer feedback in the form of
alerts or kudos. It is also a convenient way for students to schedule an appointment with their advisor. Parents
are important supporters of students’ academic success, and you can encourage your student to pay attention
to feedback and meet with their advisor and professors as needed.

Conversation Starters

What types of feedback have you been getting about your coursework? Have you received any Starfish
alerts or kudos? Any other communication from instructors?
Have you talked with your instructor and academic advisor about any recommendations they have for you?
What strategies are you using to be successful in your classes?
Where will you seek help if you are struggling in a class?

Campus Engagement-ROAR the Vote

The 2024 election is quickly approaching! ROAR the Vote is a nonpartisan resource that supports students'

https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/an-evening-with-charlie-berens
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/womens-hockey-vs-rpi-2
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/ritchies-runaround-2
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events?weekday=&time=&text=no+voice+zone
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/alaqua-cox
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/mens-hockey-vs-bowling-green-1
https://www.rit.edu/brickcity/events/5k-1
https://www.rit.edu/lead/roar-vote


involvement in electoral politics by helping to ensure that students understand the voting process, from
registering to vote to understanding absentee ballots. Programming also aims to educate students about the
significance of participating in local, state, and national elections. Events throughout the year also gives
students the chance to engage in thought-provoking discussions about national issues, helping you
understand different perspectives and connect with your peers on a deeper level.

Students can check the deadline to register to vote based on their state, register to vote using TurboVote,
learn the steps to submit an absentee ballot, and more on this website. ROAR the Vote and the Center for
Leadership and Civic Engagement is available to support your student through this process.

Conversation Starters

Are you going to vote in New York or in [home state]?
Have you registered to vote?
Are you going to vote in person or absentee?
What issues are most important to you in this election?

Campus Living-Roommates

Moving in with a new roommate in August is very exciting for most students. Over time, the novelty can wear
off and conflicts can arise. This typically will subside over time as roommates learn how to live with one
another. As a parent, you should support your student by listening and helping them think of strategies to
handle their roommate relationship, but let them handle their own roommate conflicts or with the help of an
RA.

Conversation Starters

How are you and your roommate compromising about how you use your space?
What do you and your roommate do together for fun?
What is your RA like? How have you been meeting other people on your floor?

Wellness-Insurance Reminder

RIT expects all students to have health insurance. Health insurance coverage ensures that your student
receives the appropriate medical care in the event of an injury or illness that requires prescription medication,
a referral to a specialist, or even hospitalization. Health insurance may be obtained through the university,
or through family or individual policies.

https://www.rit.edu/lead/register-vote
https://www.rit.edu/lead/
http://www.rit.edu/fa/grms/studentinsurance.html


If your student will use a family plan, please contact the company to determine what coverage your student
has in Rochester, as many companies have limited out-of-network coverage. If your student currently has
insurance through a Medicaid based plan, please know that most Medicaid based insurance plans only
provide emergency-level coverage outside of the area they are issued in.

Learn more about health insurance requirements here.

Conversation Starters

Do you have a copy of your insurance card/know where the copy is?
What questions do you have about how health insurance works?
Are you aware of what services the Student Health Center provides?

Information and Updates

Essential Study Techniques

Some students find once the semester starts that their current study habits are not adequate for college
success. The Academic Success Center (ASC) is offering Essential Study Techniques, a free course, to
help students in this situation. Essential Study Techniques meets twice a week for seven weeks beginning on
either Sept. 23 or Oct. 17. Students enrolled in this course will explore and practice essential study techniques
and time management skills as they relate to the current credit courses in which students are enrolled.
Students can register in SIS and reach out to the ASC (asc@rit.edu) with questions.

Free Speech and Political Activities

This fall, your student can attend and engage in programs that inform, support, and empower them throughout
the 2024 Election Cycle and beyond. While exploring their civic identity through these immersive programs,
it’s essential that students familiarize themselves with RIT’s political, legislative, and free speech
policies. RIT stands by the principles of free speech, encouraging students to express their views while
fostering respect and centering purposeful dialogue that strengthens our community and fosters an inclusive
campus environment. We encourage you, as parents and family members, to speak with your student about
their understanding of free speech principles and our shared responsibilities in supporting a campus in which
everyone feels welcome and included.

Religious Holidays Accommodations

Throughout the year, individuals in our community observe a variety of significant holidays from Buddhist,
Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan, and many other traditions. These holidays may be important events
for your students. Please note that RIT’s attendance policy does not automatically excuse absences for
religious reasons, but students can make arrangements with professors ahead of time if they must miss class.
For more information about spring holidays, visit the Spirituality and Religious Life page.

Flu Shots

RIT is partnering with Wegmans to provide on-campus flu vaccine clinics for RIT students. Flu vaccine clinics
will be offered on various dates between Sept. 18-Oct. 29. Students can find specific dates and locations, as
well as the link to register, on this page. If your student’s insurance is not accepted by Wegmans, they can get
the vaccine at the Student Health Center for $20. 

Become a ROAR Day Ambassador

You can play a key role in our annual Giving Day, ROAR Day, by signing up to be a ROAR Day Ambassador.

https://www.rit.edu/studenthealth/insurance
https://www.rit.edu/studentaffairs/asc/
https://www.rit.edu/academicsuccesscenter/asc-courses
mailto:asc@rit.edu
https://www.rit.edu/lead/resources-and-policies
https://campusgroups.rit.edu/srl/holidays/
https://www.rit.edu/events/student-flu-vaccine-clinic-3


As an ambassador, you’ll help spread the word, rally support, make a real difference, and enhance your
student’s experience at RIT. Sign up today to become an ambassador and help make this ROAR Day our
most successful yet! Questions about this opportunity can be sent to Victor Santiago, Associate Director of
Annual Giving (vssdar@rit.edu). 

Parent Poll

Each month, we ask parents to respond to our Parent Poll and provide feedback on a topic related to RIT, your
student, and you.

In August, we asked what information was most important when your student was choosing a major. Most of
you (70%) responded interest in the subject, with another 15% responding career possibilities. Please take a
moment to answer our September question. 

Featured Photo

In case you don’t follow the Parent and Family Programs Facebook page, here’s what you missed:

Parent and Family Programs partnered with our Residence Life team to capture the excitement and smiles of
our students on their first day!

From the nervous first-years to the confident seniors, these photos are a beautiful reminder of the great
community we have here at RIT. Here’s to a fantastic year ahead!

https://rit.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_behWdV1BnMIxa9o
https://www.rit.edu/studentaffairs/parentsandfamilies/parent-poll
https://www.facebook.com/RITfamilies


Sincerely,

Chelsea Petree, Ph.D.
Director, Parent and Family Programs
Rochester Institute of Technology
parents@rit.edu

rit.edu/parents

One Lomb Memorial Drive Rochester, NY 14623 | Unsubscribe

mailto:parents@rit.edu
https://www.rit.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/RITfamilies/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2SxtURQWFxNpsiKfpHu2ow/featured


Subscribe to our email list.

https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1998773/1972948/?v=a

